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Do&rine    and    Difcipline 

o  F 

DIVORCE 

RefWd,  isrc. 

Part     I, 


UR  celebrated  Writer, 
Mr.  Milton,  in  the  Firft 
Part  of  his  Book  intitled, 
The  DoHrine  and  Difci* 
fline  of  Divorce,  &C. 
endeavours  to  prove, 
that  other  Realpnsof  Divorce,  befides 
Adultery,  were,  by  the  Law  of  Mofes, 
and  are  yet  to  be  allowM  by  the  Chru 
ftian  Magistrate,  as  a  piece  of  Juftice. 
His  General  and  Greateit  Rule  is  this: 

A  That 
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'That  Indifpofition,  Vnfitnefs,  or  Con- 
trariety of  Mind)  arifing  from  a  Caufe  in 
Nature  unchangeable)  hindering,  and  ever 
likely  to  hinder  the  Main  Benefits  of  Conju- 
gal Society,  which  are  Solace  and  Peace,  is 
a  Greater  Reafonfor  Divorce  than  natural 
Frigidity,  efpectaliy  if  there  be  no  Children^ 
and  that  there  be  mutual  Confent. 

This  Pofition  he  gathers  from  the 
Law  of  Mofes  in  Deut.  xxiv.  i.  When  a 
Man  hath  taken  a  Wife  and  marry*  d  her,  and 
it  come  to  pafs'fhe  find  no  Favour  in  his 
Eyes,  be  caufe  he  hath  found  fome  Unclean- 
nefs  in  her,  let  him  write  her  a  Bill  of  Di- 
vorcement, and  give  it  in  her  Hand,  and 
fend  her  out  of  his  Houfe.  This  Law  is 
founded  upon  the  Following  Reafons, 
according     to  Mr.    Milton  s  arguing. 

The  Firft  is  from  the  Prime  Reafon 
of  Matrimony,That  noCovenant  whatfoe- 
*ver  obliges  again  fl  the  main  End  both  of  it 
felf  and  of  the  Parties  covenanting.  For 
all  Senfe  and  Equity  reclaim  that  any 
Law  or  Covenant,  how  folemn  or 
ftrait  foever,  either  between  God  and 
Man,  or  Man  and  Man,  tho'  of  God's 
joining,  (hould  bind  'againft  a  Prime 
and  Principal  Scope  of  its  own  Inftitu- 
tion,  and  of  both  or  either  Party  cove- 
nanting ;  Neither  caa  it  be  of  force  to 
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engage  a  blamelefs  Creature  to  his  owa 
perpetual  Sorrow,  miftaken  for  his  ex- 
pefted  Solace,  without  differing  Cha- 
rity to  ftep  in  and  do  a  confefs'd  Good 
Work,  of  parting  thofe  whom  nothing 
holds  together,  but  this  of  God's  join- 
ing, falfely  fuppos'd  againft  the  exprefs 
End  of  His  Own  Ordinance.  And 
what  this  Chief  End  was  of  creating 
Woman  to  be  join'd  with  Man,  His 
Own  inftituting  Words  declare,  and 
are  infallible  to  inform  us  what  is  Mar- 
riage, and  what  is  no  Marriage,  unlefs 
we  can  think  them  fet  there  to  no  pur- 
pofe  :  //  is  not  good,  faith  he,  that  May 
Jhould  be  alone,  1  will  make  him  a,  Help 
meet  for  him.  From  which  Words  fo 
plain,  lefs  cannot  be  concluded,  nor  is 
by  any  Learned  Interpreter,  than  that 
in  God's  Intention  a  meet  and  happy 
Converfation  is  the  Chiefeft  and  No- 
bleft  End  of  Marriage ;  for  we  find 
here  no  Expreffion  fo  neceffarily  imply- 
ing Carnal  Knowledge,  as  this  Preven- 
tion of  Lonelinefs  to  the  Mind  and 
Spirit  of  Man.  To  this  Vagim,  Cat- 
I'm,  Pareus,  RivettM>  as  willingly  and 
largely  aflfent  as  can  be  wifh'd.  And 
indeed  it  is  a  Greater  Bleffing  from 
God,  more  worthy  fo  excellent  a  Crea- 
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ture  as  Man  is,  and  a  Higher  End  to 
honour    and    fan&ify  the  League  of 
Marriage,   when  as  the  Solace  and  Sa- 
tisfaction of  the  Mind  is  regarded  and 
provided  for  before  the  fenfithre  plea.- 
lure  of  the  Body.    And  with  all  Ge- 
nerous Perfons  married  thus  it  is,  That 
where  the  Mind  and  Perfon  pleafe  apt- 
ly, there  fome  Unaccomplifhment  of 
the  Body's  Delight  may  be  better  born 
with,  than   when  the  Mind  hangs  off 
in  an  unclofing  Difproportion,  tho*  the 
Body  be  as  it  ought ;  for  there  all  Cor- 
poral Delight  will  loon  become  unfa- 
voury  and  contemptible.    And  the  So- 
litarinefs    of  Man,   which    God  had 
namely  and  principally  order'd  to  pre- 
vent by  Marriage,    hath  no  Remedy, 
but  lies  under  a  Worfe  Condition  than 
the  lonelieft  Single  Life :  For  in  Single 
Life  the  Abfence  and  Remotenefs  of  a 
Helper  might  inure  him  toexpefthis 
own  Comforts  out  of  himfelf,  or  to  feek 
with  Hope;    but  here  the  continual 
Sight  of  his  Deluded  Thoughts  without 
Cure,    muft  needs  be  to  him,   if  efpe- 
cially  his  Complexion  incline  him  to 
Mehncholy,  a  daily  Trouble  and  Pain 
of  Lois,  in    fome   Degree,   like  that 
which  Reprobates  feel.    Left  therefore 
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fo  noble  a  Creature  as  Man  Should  be 
{hut  up  incurably  under  a  Worfe  Evil, 
by  an  eafy  Miftake  in  that  Ordinance 
which  God  gave  him  to  remedy  a  Lefs 
Evil,  reaping  to  himfelf  Sorrow  while 
he  want  to  rid  aWay  Solitarinefs,  it  can- 
not  avoid  to  be  concluded,  that  if  the 
Woman  be  naturally  foof  Difpofition, 
as  will  not  help  to  remove,   but  help  to 
increafe  that  fame  God-forbidden  Lone- 
linefs,  which  will  in  time  draw  on  with 
it  a  general  Difcomfort  and  Dejeftion 
of  Mind,  not  befeeming  either  Chri- 
fiian  Profeflion  or  Moral  Converfation, 
unprofitable  and    dangerous    to  the 
Common-wealth,  when  the  Houlhold 
Eftate,   out  of   which    muft  flourifh 
forth  the  Vigor  and  Spirit  of  all  Publick 
Enterprizes,    is  fo  ill  contented    and 
procur'd  at  home,   and  cannot  be  fup~ 
ported  ;    fuch  a  Marriage  can   be  no 
Marriage,  whereto  the  Moft  Honeft 
End  is  wanting  :    And  the  Aggrieved 
Perfon  (hall  do  more  manly,  to  be  ex- 
traordinary  and  fingular  in  claiming 
the  due  Right  whereofhe  is  fruftrated, 
than  to  piece  up  his  loft  Contentment 
by  vifiting  the  Stews,   or  ftepping  to 
his  Neighbour's  Bed;    which  is    the 
common  Shift  in  this  Misfortune :  Or 
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elfeby  fuffering  his  ufeful  Life  to  wafte 
away,  and  be  loft  under  a  fecret  Af- 
fliction, of  an  unconfcionable  fize  to 
Humane  Strength.  Againft  all  which 
Evils  the  Mercy  of  this  Mofaick  Law 
was  gracioufly  exhibited. 

The  Second  Reafon  for  this  Law  of 
Divorcement  is,  Becaufe  without  it  Mar- 
riage, as  it  oft  happens,  is  not  a  Remedy 
of  that  which  it  promifes,  as  any  Rutland 
Creature  would  expect.  That  Marriage,  if 
-we  pattern  from  the  Beginning,  as  our  Sa- 
viour bids,  was  not  properly  the  Remedy  of 
Lujij  but  the  Fulfilling  of  conjugal  Love 
$nd  Helpfulnefs. 

And  that  we  may  further  fee  what  a^ 
violent  cruel  thing  it  is  to  force  the 
continuing  of  thofe  together,  whom 
God  and  Nature  in  the  gentleft  End  of 
Marriage  never  join'd,  divers  Evils 
and  Extremities  that  follow  upon  fuch  a 
Compulsion,  (hall  be  here  fet  in  view. 
Of  Evils,  the  Firft  and  Greateft  is, 
That  hereby  a  moft  abfurd  and  rafh 
Imputation  is  fixt  upon  God  and  His 
iloiy  Laws,  of  conniving  and  difpen- 
iing  with  open  and  common  Adultery 
among  His  Chofen  People ;  a  thing 
which  the  Rankeit  Politician  would 
think  it  Shame  and   Difhonour  that 
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his  Laws  fhould  countenance  :  How 
and  in  what  manner  that  comes  to 
pafs,  t  fhal]  referve,  tiil  the  Courfe  of 
Method  brings  on  the  Unfolding  of  ma- 
ny Scriptures.  AVjtf,The  Law  and  Gof- 
pel  are  hereby  made  liable  to  more  than 
one  Contradiction  ;  which  I  refer  alfo 
thither.  L*/?//,  The  Supreme  Dictate  of 
Charity  is  hereby  many  ways  neglefled 
and  violated  ;  which  I  (hall  forthwith 
addrefs  to  prove.  Firjt,  We  know  St. 
Paul  faith,  It  is  better  to  marry  than  to 
burn.  Marriage  therefore  was  given  as 
a  P.emedy  of  that  Trouble  ;  but  what 
might  this  Burning  mean?  Certainly 
not  the  Meer  Motion  of  Carnal  Lull, 
not  the  Meer  Goad  of  a  Senfitive  De- 
fire  ;  God  does  not  principally  take  care 
for  fuch  Cattle.  What  is  it  then  but 
that  Delire  which  God  put  into  Adam  in 
Paradife,  before  he  knew  the  Sin  of  In- 
continence ;  that  Delire  which  God  faw 
it  was  not  good  that  Man  fhould  be 
left  alone  to  burn  in  ;  The  Defire  and 
Longing  to  put  off  an  unkindly  Sotitarj- 
nefsy  by  uniting  another  Body,  but  not 
without  a  Fit  Soul  to  his,  in  the  cheerful 
Society  of  Wedlock  :  Which,  if  it  were 
fo  needful  before  the  fall,  when  Man 
was  much  more  perfect  in  himfeif ;  how 
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much  more  is  it  needful  now  againft 
all  the  Sorrows  and  Cafualties  of  this 
Life,  to  have  an  Intimate  and  Speaking 
Help,  a  Ready  and  Reviving  AiTociate 
in  Marriage  ?  Whereof  who  mifTes,  by- 
falling  upon  a  Mute  and  Spiritless 
Mate,  remains  more  alone  than  before, 
and  in  a  Burning  Iefs  to  be  contained 
than  that  which  is  flefhly,  andmore  to 
be  confider'd,  as  being  more  deeply 
rooted,  even  in  the  Faultlefs  Innocence 
of  Nature.  As  for  that  other  Burn- 
ing, which  is  but  as  it  were  the  Venom 
of  a  Lufty  and  Over  abounding  Con- 
ftitution,  StriQ:  Life  and  Labour,  with 
the  abatement  of  a  full  Diet,  may  keep 
that  low  and  obedient  enough :  But  this 
pure  and  more  inbred  Defire  of  joining 
to  it  felf  in  Conjugal  Fellowihip  a  fit 
converfing  Soul  (which  Defire  is  pro- 
perly calPd  Love)  isflronger  than  Death, 
as  the  Spoufe  of  Chrifi  thought  ;  many 
Waters  cannot  quench  it,  neither  can  the 
floods  drown  it.  This  is  that  rational 
Burning  that  Marriage  is  to  remedy, 
not  to  be  allay  M  with  Falling,  nor  with 
any  Penance  to  be  fubdu'd ;  which  how 
can  he  affwage,  who  by  Misfortune 
hath  met  the  moft  Difagreable  and 
Unfuitable    Mind?    Who   hath    the 
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power  to  ftruggle  with  an  intelligible 
Flame,  not  in  Paradife  to  be  refitted,  be- 
come now  more  ardent,  by  being  faird 
of  what  in  reafon  it  look'd  for ;  and  even 
then  moft  unquench'd,  when  the  Impor- 
tunity of  a  Luftful  Defire  is  well 
enough  appeas'd,  and  yet  the  Soul  hath 
obtain'd  nothing  of  what  it  juftly  defires: 
Certainly  fuch  a  one  forbidden  to  divorce, 
is  in  effefl:  forbidden  to  marry,  and  com- 
pell'd  to  Greater  Difficulties  than  in  a  Sin- 
gle Life  :  For  if  there  be  not  a  more  hu- 
mane Burning,  which  Marriage  mutt 
fatisfy,  or  elfe  may  be  diffolv'd,  than 
that  of  Copulation,  Marriage  cannot  be 
honourable,  for  the  meet  reducing  and 
terminating  Lutt  between  Two  ;  feeing 
many  Beafts,  in  voluntary  and  chofen 
Couples,  live  together  as  unadulte- 
roufly,  and  are  as  truly  marry'd  in  that 
Refpeft.  But  all  Ingenious  Men  will 
fee  that  the  Dignity  and  Bleffings  of 
Marriage  are  plac7d  rather  in  the  mutual 
Enjoyment  of  that  which  the  wanting 
Soul  needfully  feek?,  than  of  that  which 
the  plenteous  Body  would  joyfully  give 
away.  Hence  it  is  that  Plato,  in  his  Fe~ 
ftival  Difcourfe,  brings  in  Socrates  rela- 
ting what  he  ieign'd  to  have  learn'd 
from  the  Prophetefs  Diotimay  how  Love 
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was  the  Son  of  Penury,  begot  of  Plenty 
in  the  Garden  of  Jupiter.  Which  di- 
vinely agrees  with  that  which  in  effed 
Mofes  tells  us,  That  Love  was  the  Son  of 
Loneliness,  begot  in  Paradife  by  that  fo- 
ciable  and  helpful  Aptitude,  which  God 
implanted  between  Man  and  Woman, 
toward  each  other.  The  fame  alfo  is 
that  Bnrning  mentioned  by  St.  Paul, 
whereof  Marriage  ought  to  be  the  Re- 
medy ;  theFlefh  hath  other  mutual  and 
eafy  Curbs,  which  are  in  the  power  of 
any  Temperate  Man.  When  therefore 
this  original  and  mnoczntPenury  orLone- 
linefs  of  the  Soul,  cannot  lay  it  felf  down 
by  the  Side  of  fuch  a  meet  and  accepta- 
ble Union  as  God  ordain'd  in  Marriage, 
at  leaft  in  fome  Proportion,  it  cannot 
conceive  and  bring  forth  Love,  but  re- 
mains utterly  unmarry'd  under  a  for- 
mal Wedlock,  and  ftill  burns,  in  the 
proper  Meaning  of  St.  Paul.  Then  en- 
ters Uatred,  not  that  Hatred  that  fins,  but 
that  which  only  is  natural  DifTatisfa&ion 
and  the  Turning  afide  from  a  Miftaken 
Objefl: :  If  that  Miftake  have  done  inju- 
ry, it  fails  not  to  difmifs  with  Recom- 
pence  ;  for  to  retain  ftill  and  not  be  able 
to  love,  is  to  heap  up  more  Injury. 
Thence  this  wife  and  pious  Law  of  Dif- 
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million,  now  defended,  took  beginning. 
He  therefore  who,  wanting  his  Due  in 
the  moft  Native  and  Humane  End  of 
Marriage,  thinks  it  better  to  part  than 
to  live  fadly,  and  injuriouily  to  that 
cheerful  Covenant  (for  not  to  be  be- 
lov'd,  and  yet  retained,  is  the  Greateft 
Injury  to  a  Gentle  Spirit)  he  I  fay,  who 
therefore  feeks  to  part,  is  one  who  highly 
honours  the  MarryM  Life,  and  would 
not  ftain  it :  And  theReafons  which  now 
move  him  to  divorce,  are  equal  to  the 
beft  of  thofe  that  could  firft  warrant  him 
to  marry  ;  for,  as  I  have  plainly  fhewn, 
both  the  Hatred  which  now  diverts  him, 
and  the  Lonelinefs  which  leads  him  ftill 
powerfully  to  feek  a  fit  Help,  have  not 
the  leaft  grain  of  a  Sin  in  it,  if  he  be 
worthy  to  underftand  himfelf. 

The  Third  Reafon  of  this  Law  of  Di- 
vorcement is,  Becaufe,  without  ity  be  who 
has  happened,  where  he  -finds  nothing  but  re- 
medilefs  Offences  and  Difcantentsy  is  in  more 
and  greater  Temptation  than  ever  before. 

For  it  is  to  be  fear'd  he  will  begin, 
even  againft  Law,  to  feek  where  he 
may  find  hisSatisra&ion  more  compleat, 
unlefs  he  be  a  thing  heroically  vertuous; 
and  fucha  one  is  not  of  the  oommon  Sort 
of  Men;for  whom  chieflytheLaws  ought 
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to  be  made,  tho'  not  to  their  Sins,  yet 
to  their  humane  Infirmities  ;   it  being 
above  their  Strength  to  endure  the  lone- 
ly Eftate,   which   while  they  fhunn'd, 
they  are  fallen  into.     And  yet  there  fol- 
lows upon  this  a  Worfe  Temptation ;  for 
if  he  be  fuch  as  hath  fpent  his  Youth  un- 
blameably,     and    laid    up  his  Chiefeft 
Earthly  Comforts  in  the  Enjoyments  of 
a  contented  Marriage,    nor  did  negle£t 
that  Furtherance  which  was  to  be  ob- 
tained   therein,    by  conftant  Prayers; 
when  he  fhallfind  himfelf  fail  bound  to 
an  uncomplying  Difcord  of  Nature,  or, 
as  it  oft  happens,  to  an  Image  of  Earth 
and  Flegm,  with  whom  he  look'd  to  be 
the  Copartner  of  a  Sweet  and  Delight- 
ful  Society,    and  fees  withal  that  his 
Bondage  is  inevitable  ;  tho7  he  be  almoft 
the  Strongest  Christian,  he  will  be  ready 
to    defpair     in  Vertue,     and    mutiny 
againft  Divine  Providence  :    And  this 
doubtlefs   is  the  Reafon  of  thofe  Lapfes 
and  that  melancholy  Defpair,  which  we 
fee  in  many  Wedded  Perfons,  tho'  they 
underftand    it  not,    or   pretend    other 
Caufes,    becauie  they  know  no  Reme- 
dy ;  and  is  of  extreme  danger  :  There- 
fore when  Humane  Frailty,  overcharged, 
is  at  fuch  a  lofs,  Charity  ought  to  ven- 
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ture  much,  and  ufe  Bold  Phyfick,  left  an 
Over-toft  Faith  endanger  to  Shipwrack. 

The  Fourth  Reafon  of  this  Law  is, 
That  God  regards  Love  and  Peace  in  the 
Family,  more  than  a  Compulfive  Perfor- 
mance of  Marriage  ;  which  is  more  broke  by 
a  Grievous  Continuance,  than  bj  a  Needful 
Divorce. 

Marriage  is  a  Covenant,  the  very  Be- 
ing whereof  confifts  not  in  a  Forced  Co- 
habitation, and  Counterfeit  Performance 
of  Duties,  but  in  Unfeigned  Love  and 
Peace :  And  of  Matrimonial  Love,  no 
doubt  but  that  was  chiefly  meant, 
which  by  the  Ancient  Sages  was  thus 
■parabled  ;  That  Love,  if  he  be  not 
twin-born,  yet  hath  a  Brother  wondrous 
like  him,  call'd  Anteros ;  whom  while  he 
feeks  all  about,  his  chance  is  to  meet 
with  many  fatfe  and  feigning  Defires1; 
that  wander  fingly  up  and  down  in  his 
Likenefs :  By  them  in  their  Borrow'd 
Garb,  Love  tho'  not  wholly  blind,  as 
Poets  wrong  him,  yet  having  but  One 
Eye,  as  being  born  an  Archer  aiming, 
and  that  Eye  not  the  quickeft  in  this  dark 
Region  here  below,  which  is  not  Love's 
proper  Sphere,  partly  out  of  the  Simpli- 
city and  Credulity  which  are  native  to 
him;  often  decsiv'd,  embraces  and  con. 
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forts  him  with  thefe  obvious  and 
fuborned  Striplings,  as  if  they  were  his 
Mothers  own  Sons ;  for  fo  he  thinks 
them,  while  they  fubtilly  keep  them- 
felves  moft  of  his  Blind  Side-  But  after 
a  while,  as  his  manner  is.  when  foaring 
up  into  the  high  Tower  of  his  Jpog<eum9 
above  the  Shadow  of  the  Earth,  he 
darts  out  the  dire£fc  Rays  of  his  then 
moft  piercing  Eye-fight  upon  the  Impo- 
ftor,  and  trim  Difguifes  that  were  us'd 
by  him,  and  difcerns  that  this  is  not  his 
genuine  Brother,  as  he  imagined,  he  has 
no  longer  the  power  to  hold  fellowfhip 
with  iuch  a  pcrfonal  Mate:  For  ftrait 
his  Arrows  loofe  their  golden  Heads, 
and  fhed  their  purple  Feathers,  his  filken 
Breads  untwine  and  (lip  their  Knots, 
and  that  original  and  fiery  Vertue  given 
him  by  Fate,  all  on  a  fudden  goes  out, 
and  leaves  himundcify'd,  anddefpoil'd 
of  all  his  Force,  till  finding  Anteros  at 
laft,he  kindles  and  repairs  the  almoft  fa- 
ded Ammunition  of  his  Deity,  by  the 
Reflection  of  a  Coequal  and  Homogenid 
Fire.  Thus  mine  Author  fung  it  to 
me  ;  and  by  the  leave  of  thofe  who 
would  be  counted  the  Only  Grave  Ones, 
this  is  no  Meer  Amatorious  Novel  (tho* 
to  be  wife  and  skiiiu!  in  thefe  Matters, 

Men 
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Men  heretofore  of  greateftnamein  Ver- 
tue,  haveefteemed  it  one  of  the  Higheft 
Arks  that  Humane  Contemplation,  cir- 
cling upwards,  can  make  from  the  globy 
Sea  whereon  fhe  ftands)  but  this  is  a 
Deep  and  Serious  Verity,  fhewing  us 
that  Love  in  Marriage  cannot  live  nor 
fubfift,  unlefs  it  be  mutual,  and  where 
Love  cannot  be,  there  can  be  left  of 
Wedlock  nothing,  but  the  empty  Husk 
of  an  outfide  Matrimony,  as  undelight* 
ful  and  unpleafing  to  God,  as  any  other 
kind  of  Hypocrify.  So  far  is  His  Com- 
mand from  tying  Men  to  the  Obfervance 
of  Duties  which  there  is  no  help  for ; 
but  they  muft  be  diffembled.  If  Solo- 
mon's Advice  be  not  too  light ;  Live 
joyfully j  faith  he-,  with  the  Wife  whom  thou 
lovejl^  all  thy  Days,  for  that  is  thy  Portion. 
How  then,  where  we  find  it  impoffible 
to  rejoice  or  to  love,  can  we  obey  this 
Precept  ?  How  miferably  do  we  defraud 
our  felves  of  that  comfortable  Portion 
which  God  gives  us,  by  ftriving  vainly  to 
glue  an  Error  together  which  God  and 
Nature  will  not  join,  adding  but  more 
Vexation  and  Violence  to  that  blifsful  So- 
ciety, by  our  importunate  Superfticion, 
that  will  not  hearken  to  St.  Pauly  i  Cor. 
viL  who  (peaking  of  Marriage  and  Di- 
vorce, 
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vorce,  determines  plain  enough  in  gene* 
ral,  that  God  therein  hath  calVd  m  to 
Peace,  and  not  to  Bondage.  Yea  God 
Himfelf  commands  in  His  Law  more 
than  once,  and  by  his  Prophet  Malachy, 
as  Calvin  and  the  Beft  Tranflations  read, 
That  he  who  hates  let  him  divorce,  that  is, 
He  who  cannot  love.  Hence  it  is  that  the 
Rabbins  and  Matmonides,  famous  among 
the  reft  in  a  Book  fet  forth  by  Buxtorftts, 
tell  us,  that  Divorce  was  -permitted  by 
MofeS)  topreferve  Peace  in  Marriage ,  md 
Quiet  in  the  family.  Surely  the  Jews  had 
their  Saving  Peace  about  them,  as  well 
as  we,  yet  Care  was  taken  that  this 
wholefome  Provifion  for  Houfhold  Peace 
fhould  alfo  be  allowed  them ,  and  muft 
this  be  deny'd  to  Chrijlians  ?  O  Perverfe- 
nefs  !  That  the  Law  fhould  be  made 
more  provident  of  Peace-making  than 
the  Gofpel !  That  the  Gofpel  fhould  be 
put  to  beg  a  moft  neceffary  Help  of 
Mercy  from  the  Law,  but  muft  not  have 
it !  And  that  to  grind  in  the  Mill  of  an 
unpleafant  and  fervile  Copulation, 
muft  be  the  only  forcM  Work  of  a  Chri- 
ftian  Marriage  oft-times  with  fuch  a 
Yoke-fellow,  from  whom  both  Love  and 
Peace,  both  Nature  and  Religion  mourn 
to  be  feparated.    I  cannot  therefore  be 

fo 
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fo  diffident,  as  not  fecurely  to  conclude, 
that  he  who  can  receive  nothing  of  the 
moft  Important  Helps  in  Marriage,  be- 
ing thereby  difinabled  to  return  that 
Duty  which  is  his,  with  a  Clear  and 
Hearty  Countenance;  and  thus  conti- 
nues to  grieve  whom  he  would  not,  and 
is  no  lefs  griev'd  ;  that  Man  ought, 
even  for  Love's  fake  and  Peace,  to  move 
Divorce,  upon  Good  and  Libera!  Confi- 
derations  to  the  Divorc'd.  And  it  is  a 
Lefs  Breach  of  Wedlock  to  part,  with 
wife  and  quiet  Confent,  betimes,  thai! 
ftill  to  foil  and  profane  that  Myftery  of 
Joy  and  Union  with  a  polluting  Sadnefs 
and  a  perpetual  Diftemper :  For  it  is  not 
the  Outward  Continuing  of  Marriage 
that  keeps  whole  that  Covenant,  but 
whatfoever  does  moft  according  to  Peace 
and  Love,  he  that  lives  thus  breaks 
Marriage  lea  ft  ;  it  being  fo  often  writ- 
ten, that  Love  onl)is  the  Fulfilling  of  every 
Commandment. 

The  Fifth  Reafon  is,  That  nothing^ 
more  hinders  and  difiurbs  the  whole  Life  of 
a  Chriftian,  than  a  Matrimony  found  to  be 
uncurably  unfit ',  and  doth  the  fame  tn  effeEt 
as  that  of  an  Idolatrous  Match. 

C  As 
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As  the  Priefts  of  old  were  not  to  be 
long  in  Sorrow,  or  if  they  were,  they 
eouid  not  rightly  execute  their  Fun- 
ction ;  fo  every  true  Chrijlian  in  a  High- 
er Order  ofPriefthood,  is  a  Perfon  dedi- 
cated to  Joy  and  Peace,  offering  himfelf 
a  lively  Sacrifice  of  Praife  and  Thanks- 
giving ;  and  there  is  no  Chnftian  Duty 
that  is  not  to  be  feafon'd  and  fet  off  with 
Cheerfulnefs  ;  which  in  a  thoufand  out  - 
wardCroffes  may  yet  be  well  done,while 
in  this  Vale  of  Tears:  But  in  fuch  a  Bo- 
fom-  AffliSion  as  this,  crufhing  the  very 
Foundation  of  his  inmoflt  Nature ; 
when  he  fhall  be  forc'd  toloveagainft  a 
PofTibility,  and  to  ufe  a  Diflimulation 
againft  his  Soul,  in  the  perpetual  and  ne- 
ver ceafing  Duties  of  a  Husband  ;  doubt- 
lefs  his  whole  Duty  of  ferving  Godmuft 
needs  be  blurr'd,  and  tainted  with, a  fad 
Unpreparednefs  and  Dejeftion  of  Spirit, 
wherein  God  has  no  delight.  Who  fees 
not  therefore  how  much  move  Chri/i  Ian  ity 
it  would  be  to  break,  by  Divorce,  that 
which  is  more  broken  by  undue  and  for- 
cible Keeping,  rather  than  to  cover  the 
Alt  ay  of  the  Lord  with  Continual  Tears,  fo 
that  he  regardeth  not  the  Offering  atiy  more  ; 
rather  than  that  the  whole  Worfliip  of  a 
Qhrijlian  Man's  Life  fhould  languid)  and 

fade 
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fade  away,  under  the  Weight  of  an 
immeafurable  Grief  and  Difcourage- 
ment.  And  becaufe  fome  think  the 
Children  of  a  fecond  Matrimony,  fuc- 
ceeding  a  Divorce,  would  not  be  a  Holy 
Seed,  it  hinder'd  not  the  Jews  from  be- 
ing fo  ;  and  why  fhould  we  not  think 
them  more  holy  than  the  Offspring  of  a 
former  111- twitted  Wedlock,  begotten 
only  out  of  a  Beftial  Neceflity,  without 
any  true  Love  or  Contentment,  or  Joy 
to  their  Parents  ;  fo  that  in  fome  Senfe 
we  may  call  them  the  Children  of  WtAtb 
and  Anguijb)  which  will  as  little  conduce 
to  their  fan&ifying  as  if  they  had  been 
Baftards  \  for  nothing  more  than  Di- 
fturbance  of  Mind  fufpends  us  from  ap- 
proaching to  God  :  Such  a  Difturbance 
efpecially,  as  both  affaults  our  Faith  and 
Truitin  God's  Providence,  and  ends,  if 
there  be  not  a  Miracle  of  Vertue  on  ei- 
ther Side,  not  only  in  Bitternefs  and 
Wrath,  the  Canker  of  Devotion,  bat  in 
a  defperate  and  vicious  Carelefsnefs., 
when  he  fees  himfelf,  without  Fault 
of  his,  train'd  by  a  deceitful  Bait  in- 
to a  Snare  of  Mifery,  betray'd  by 
an  alluring  Ordinance,  and  then 
made  the  Thrall  of  Heavinefs  and  Dif- 
comfort,     by    an  undivorcing   Law' of 

C  z  God3 
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God,  as  he  erronioufly  thinks,  but  of 
Man's  Iniquity,  as  the  Truth  is;  for 
that  God  prefers  the  free  and  cheerful 
Worlhip  of  a  Chriftian,  before  the  grie- 
vous and  exaftcd  Obfervaiice  of  an  un- 
happyMarriage;befideswhat  the  general 
Maxims  of  Religion  allure  us,  this  will 
be  more  manifeft,  by  drawing  a  parallel 
Argument  from  the  Ground  of  divorcing 
anldolatrefs;  which  was,  leiifhe  fhould 
alienate  his  Heart  from  th$  true  Worfhip 
of  God  :  And  what  difference  is  there 
whether  fhe  pervert  him  to  Superftition 
by  her  Enticing  Sorcery,  or  difenable 
him  in  the  whole  Service  of  God,  thro' 
the  Disturbance  of  her  helplefs  and 
unlit  Society ;  and  fo  drive  him  at 
la  ft,  through  murmuring  and  Def- 
pair;  to  Thoughts  ofAtheifm;  neither 
doth  it  leilen  the  Caufe  of  feparating, 
in  that  the  one  willingly  allures  him 
from  the  Faith,  the  other  perhaps  un- 
willingly drives  him  ;  for  in  the  Account 
of  God  it  comes  all  to  one,  that  the 
Wifelofes  him  a  Servant ;  and  therefore, 
by  all  the  united  Force  of  the  Decalogue, 
fhe  ought  to  be  disbanded,  unlefswe 
muft  fee  Marriage  above  God  and  Cha- 
rity, which  is  a  Doctrine  of  Devils,  no 
te£>  than  forbidding  to  marry. 

The 
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The  Sixth  Rcafon  of  this  Law  is, 

That  to  prohibit  Divorce,  fought  for  Natu. 
ral  Cafes,  is  againft  Nature. 

This  declares  this  Prohibition  to  be 
refpe&lefs  of  humane  Nature,  as  it  is  of 
Religion  ;  and  therefore  is  not  of  God. 
He  teaches,  that  an  Unlawful  Marriage 
may  be  lawfully  divorc'd:  And  that 
thofe  who  having  throughly  difcern'4 
each  others  Difpofition,  which  oft-times 
cannot  be  till  after  Matrimony,  (hall 
then  find  a  powerful  Relu&ance  and  Re* 
coil  of  Nature,  on  either  Side,  blading 
all  the  Content  of  their  mutual  Society : 
That  fuch  Perfons  are  not  lawfully  mar- 
ry'd  (to  ufe  the  Apoftle's  Words)  Saj  I 
t  he fe  things  as  a  Man,  or  faith  not  the  Law 
alfo  the  jame  ?  For  it'  is  written,  Deut. 
xxii.  Thou  Jhalt  not  flow  with  an  Ox  and  an 
Jfs  together  ;  and  the  like.  I  follow  the 
Pattern  of  Saint  PauPs  Reafoning ; 
Doth  God  take  care  for  Ajfes  and  Oxen  ? 
How  ill  they  yoke  together  !  Or  u  it  not 
faid  altogether  for  our  fakes  t  For  our 
fakes  no  doubt  this  is  written.  Yea  the 
Apoftle  himfelf,  in  the  forecited  s  Co- 
rinth, vi.  14.  alludes  from  that 
Place  of  Deut.  to  forbid  Mifyoken 
Marriage  ;  as  by  the  Greek  Word  is 
evident ;   though  he  inftances  but  in 

one 
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one  Example  of  mifmatching  with  an 
Infidel;  yet  next  to  that,  what  can 
be  a  Fouler  Incongruity,  a  Greater 
Violence  to  the  reverend  Secret  of  Na- 
ture, than  to  force  a  Mixture  of  Minds 
that  cannot  unite,  and  to  fow  the  Fur- 
row of  Man's  Nativity  with  Seed  of  two 
Incoherent  and  Uncombining  Difpofi- 
tions ;  which.  Ad:  being  kind  and  volun- 
tary, as  it  ought,  the  Apoftle,  in  the 
Language  he  wrote,  calPd  Eunoia,  and 
the  Latins  Benevolence^  intimating  the 
original  thereof  to  be  in  the  Understand- 
Jog,  and  the  Will ;  if  nqt,  furely  there 
is  nothing  which  might  properly  be 
Ca?yd  a  Malevolence  rather;'  and  is  the 
cioft  Injurious  and  Unnatural  Tribute 
that  can  be  extorted  from  a  Perfon  in- 
dued with  Reaibn,  to  be  made  to  pay  out 
of  the  beft  Subftance  of  his  Body,  and  of 
his  Soul  too,  asfome  think,  when  either 
for  Juft  and  Powerful  Caufes  he  cannot 
like,  or  from  Unequal  Caufes  finds  no 
Recompence  ;  and  that  there  is  a  Hidden 
Efficacy  oi  Love  and  Hatred  in  Man,  as 
well  as  in  other  Kinds,  not  mora!,  but 
natural,  which  tho7  not  always  in  the 
Choice,  yet  in  the  Succefs  of  Marriage 
will  ever  be  molt  predominant.  Befides 
daily  Experience,  the  Author  of  Eccle- 
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fia/licus,  whofe  Wifdom  hath  fet  him 
next  the  Bible,  acknowledges,  xiii.  16. 
A  Man,  faith  he,  n>/#  cleave'  to  his  like. 
But  what  might  be  the  Caufe  \  whether 
each  one's  allotted  Genius  or  proper  Star, 
or  whether  the  fupernatural  Influence  of 
Schemes  and  Angular  Afpe£h,  or  this 
elemental  Cnfis  here  below;  whether  all 
thefe  jointly  or  fingly  meeting  friendly, 
or  unfriendly,  in  either  Party,.  I  dare 
not,  with  the  Men  I  am  liketoclafb, 
appear  fo  much  a  Philofopherasto  con- 
jefture.  The  ancient  Proverb  hi  Homer, 
lefsobftrufe,  entitles  this  Work  of  lead- 
ing each  like  Perfon  to  his  like,  peculiar- 
ly to  God  Himfelf ;  which  is  plain 
enough  alfo,  by  His  naming  of  a  Meet 
or  Like  Help,  in  the  Pifft  Elpoiifal  infti- 
tuted;  and  thateve'ry  Woman  is  meet 
for  every  Man  none  foabfurd  as  to  af- 
firm. Seeing  then  there  is  indeed  a 
Twofold  Seminary  or  Stock  in  Nature, 
from  whence  are  deriv'd  the  HTues  of 
Love  and  Hatred,  diitinftly  flowing 
through  the  whole  Mais  of  created 
things,  and  that  God's  Doing  ever  is  to 
bring  the  due  LikeneiTes  and  Harmonies 
of  his  Works  together,  except  when 
out  of  Two  Contraries  met  to  their  owii 
Deftfu&ion,    he  moulds  a  Third  Ext- 
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ftence ;  and  that  it  is  Error,  or  fome 
Evil  Angel,  which  either  blindly  or 
malicioufly  hath  drawn  together  in 
Two  Perfons,  ill  embark'd  in  Wed- 
look,  the  fleeping  Difcords  and  En- 
mities of  Nature,  lulPd  on  purpofe 
with  fome  falfe  Bait,  that  they  may 
wake  to  Agony  and  Strife,  later  than 
Prevention  could  have  wifh'd,  if  from 
the  Bent  of  Juft  and  Honeft  Inten- 
tions, beginning  what  was  begun, 
and  fo  continuing,  all  that  is  equal, 
all  that  is  fair  and  poflible,  hath 
been  try'd,  and  no  Accomodation 
likely  to  fucceed ;  what  Folly  is  it  fti.ll 
to  ftand  combating  and  battering 
againft  Invincible  Caufes  and  Effe£h, 
with  Evil  upon  Evil,  till  either  the 
beft  of  our  Days  be  lingered  out,  or 
ended  with  fome  fpeeding  Sorrow  ? 
The  wife  Ecclefiafticm  advifes  rather* 
xxxvii.  27.  My  Son,  prove  thy  Soul 
in  thy  Life,  fee  what  is  evil  for  it,  and 
give  not  that  unto  it.  Reafon  he  had  to 
fay  fo  ;  for  if  the  Noifomnefs  or  Disfi- 
gurement of  Body  can  foon  deftroy  the 
Sympathy  of  Mind  to  Wedlock  Duties, 
much  more  will  the  Annoyance  and 
Trouble  of  the  Mind  infufe  it  felf  into 
all  the  Faculties  and  A£ts  of  the  Body, 

but 
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to  render  them  invalid,  unkindly, 
and  even  unholy,  againft  the  funda- 
mental Law  Book  of  Nature,  which 
Mofes  never  thwarts,  bat  reverences; 
therefore  he  commands  us  to  force 
nothing  againft  Sympathy  or  Natural 
Order,  no,  not  amongft  the  moft  Ab- 
je£t  Creatures,  to  fhew  that  fuch  an 
Indignity  cannot  be  offer'd  to  Man 
without  an  impious  Crime.  And 
certainly  thofe  divine  meditating  Words 
of  finding  out  a  Meet  and  Like  Help  to 
Man,  have  in  them  a  Confideration  of 
more  than  the  Indefinite  Likenefs  of 
of  Womanhood ;  nor  are  they  to  be 
made  Wafte  Paper  on  ;  no,  nor  thofe 
other  allegorick  Precepts  of  Benefit 
cence,  fetch'd  out  of  the  Clofet  of  Na- 
ture, to  teach  us  Goodnefs  and  Com- 
pafTion,  in  not  compelling  together  dif- 
agreable  Societies,  or  if  they  meet  thro' 
Mifchance,  by  all  confequence  to  disjoin 
them,  as  God  and  the  Laws  of  Nature 
fignify,  and  lefture  to  us,  not  only  by 
thole  recited  Decrees,  but  even  by  the 
Firft  and  Laft  of  all  His  Vifible  Works; 
when  by  His  Divorcing  Command  the 
World  firft  rofe  out  of  Lhaos,  nor  can  be 
renewed  again  out  of  Confufion,  but  by 
the.feparating  of  Unmeet  Conforts. 

D  The 
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The  Seventh  Reafon  is,Tha.t  fometimes 
Continuance  in  Marriage  may  be  evidently 
the  fhor  tuning  or  endangering  of  Life  to  either 
Party,  now  both  Law  and  Divinity  conclu- 
ding ,  that  Life  is  to  be  preferred  before  Mar- 
riage, the  Intended  Solace  of  Life.  Therefore 
Perfons  difagreing  ought  to  be  feparated. 

For  the  Canon-Law  and  Divines  con- 
fent,  that  if  either  Party  be  found  con  - 
triving  againft  another's  Life,  they 
may  be  fever'd  by  Divorce;  for  a 
Sin  againft  the  Life  of  Marriage,  is 
greater  than  a  Sin  againft  the  Bed  ; 
the  one  deftroys,  the  other  but  de- 
files. The  fame  may  be  faid  touch- 
ing thofe  Perfons,  who  being  of 
a  Penfive  Nature  and  Courfe  of  Life, 
have  fumm'd  up  all  their  Solace  in  that 
free  and  lightfome  Converfation  which 
God  and  Man  intended  in  Marriage ; 
whereof  when  they  fee  themfelves  de- 
prived, by  meeting  an  Unfociable  Con- 
fort,  they  oft-times  refent  one  anothers 
Miftake  fo  deeply,  that  long  it  is  not  e're 
Grief  end  one  of  them.  When  there- 
fore this  Danger  is  forefeen,  that  the  Life 
is  in  peril  by  living  together,  what  mat- 
ters it  whether  helplefs  Grief  or  wilful 
Pra&ice  be  the  Caufe  :  This  is  certain, 
that  the  Prefervation  of  Life  is  more 
worth  than  the  Compulfory  Keeping  of 

Marriage  ; 
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Marriage ;  and  it  is  no  lefs  than  Cruelty, 
to  force  a  Man  to  remain  in  that  State  as 
the  Solace  of  his  Life,  which  he  and  his 
Friends  know  will  either  be  the  Short- 
ning  or  the  Plague  of  his  Life.  And 
what  is  Life  without  the  Vigour  and  fpi- 
ritual  Exercife  of  Life  ?  How  can  it  be 
ufeful  either  to  private  or  pubhck  Em- 
ployment ?  Shall  it  therefore  be  quite 
deje&ed,  t'ho'  never  fo  valuable,  and  left 
to  moulder  away  in  Heavinefs,  for  the 
fuperftitiousand  impoffible  Performance 
of  an  Ill-driven  Bargain?  Nothing  more 
inviolalable  than  Vows  made  to  God  ! 
Yet  we  read  in  Numbers,  that  if  a  Wife 
had  made  fuch  a  Vow,  themeer  Will 
and  Authority  of  her  Husband  might 
break  it :  How  much  more  may  h§ 
break  the  Error  of  his  own  Bonds  with 
an  unfit  and  miftaken  Wife,  to  the  fa- 
ving  of  his  Welfare,  his  Life,  yea  his 
Faith,  and  Vertue,  from  the  Hazard  of 
over-ilrong  Temptations  \  for  if  Man  be 
Lord  of  the  Sabbath,  to  the  curing  of  a 
Fever,  can  he  be  lefs  than  Lord  of  Mar- 
riage in  fuch  important  Caufes  as  thefe? 
The  Eighth  Reafon  is,  It  is  probable,  or 
rather  certain,  that  every  one  who  happens  to 
marry,  hath  not  the  Calling  ;  and  therefore 
upon  Vnfitnefs  found  and  confider*d,  Force 
ought  not  to  be  us*d*  D  2         It 
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It  is  moft  fure  that  fome,  even  of 
thole  that  are  not  plainly  defective  in  Bo- 
dy, yet  are  deliitute  of  all  other  Mar- 
riageable  Gilts,  and  confequently  have 
not  the  Calling  to  marry,  unlefs  nothing 
be  requifite  thereto  but  a  meer  Inftru- 
mental  Body  ;  which  to  affirm,  is  to 
that  unanimous  Covenant  a  Reproach  : 
Yet  it  is  as  fure  that  many  fuch,  not  of 
their  own  Defire,  but  by  the  Perfuafion 
of  Friends,  or  not  knowing  themfelves^ 
do  often  enter  into  Wedlock  ;  where 
finding  the  Difference  at  length  between 
the  Duties  of  a  Marry'd  State,  and  the 
Gifts  of  a  Single  Life,  what  Unfitnefsof 
Mind,  what  Fatigues,  what  Scruples 
and  Doubts,  to  an  incredible  Offence 
and  Difpleafure,  are  like  to  follow  in  fuch 
a  Cafe,  may  be  foon  imagined ;  whom 
thus  to  ffaut  up  and  immure,  the  one 
with  an  Ill-chofen  Mate,  the  other  in  a 
Miftaken  Calling,  is  not  a  Courfe  that 
Chtijti&n  Wifdom  and  Tendernefs  ought 
.to  ufe.  As  for  the  Cuftom  that  fome 
Parents  and  Guardians  have  of  forcing 
Marriages,  it  will  be  better  to  fay  no- 
thing oi:  fuch  a  favage  Inhumanity,  but 
only  this  ;  That  the  Law  which  gives 
not  all  Freedom  of  divorce  to  any  Crea- 
ture indued  with  Reafon,  fo  aifaffina- 
ted,  is  next  in  Cruelty.  The 
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The  Ninth  Rcafon  is,  Becaufe  Marriage 
is  not  a  Meer  Carnal  Coition,  but  a  Humane 
Society ,  where  that  cannot  reasonably  be  had7 
there  can  be  no  True  Matrimony.  Marriage 
compared  with  all  other  Covenants  and  Vows 
tvarrantably  broken  for  the  Good  of  Man. 
Marriage  the  Papifts  Sacrament,  and  Unfit 
Marriage  the  Proteftants  Idol. 

I  fuppofe  it  will  be  allow'd  us,  that 
Marriage  is  a  humane  Society,  and  that 
all  humane  Society  muft  proceed  from 
the  Mind  rather  than  the  Body,  elfe  it 
would  be  but  a  kind  of  Animal  and 
Beaftly  Meeting ;  if  the  Mind  therefore 
cannot  have  that  due  Company  by  Mar* 
riage,  that  it  may  reafonably  and  hu- 
manly defire,  that  Marriage  can  be  no 
humane  Society,  but  a  certain  Formali- 
ty, or  Gilding  over  of  little  better  than  a 
Brutifh  Congrefs,  and  fo  in  Wifdom 
and  Prudence  ought  to  be  diflblv'd. 

But  Marriage  is  more  than  humane, 
The  Covenant  of  God%  Prov.  ii.  17., 
therefore  Man  cannot  diffolve  it.  I  an- 
fwer,  if  it  be  more  than  humane,  fo 
much  the  more  it  argues  the  chief  Socie- 
ty thereof  to  be  in  the  Soul  rather  than 
in  the  Body,  and  the  greateft  Breach 
thereof  to  be  Unfitnefs  of  Mind,  rather 
than  Defe&of  Body  :  For  the  Body  can 

have 
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have  leaft  Affinity  in  a  Covenant  more 
than  humane,  fo  that  the  Reafon  of  dif? 
folving  holds  good  the  more.  Again,  I 
anfwer,  That  the  Sabbath  is  a  Higher 
Inftitution,  a  Command  of  the  Firft  Ta* 
ble,  for  the  Breach  whereof  God  hath 
far  more  and  oftner  teftify'd  His  Anger, 
than  for  Divorces,  which  from  Mofis  to 
Mdachy  He  never  took  difpleafure  at, 
nor  then,  if  we  mark  the  Text ; 
and  yet  as  oft  as  the  Good  of  Man  is 
concerned,  He  not  only  permits,  but 
commands  to  break  the  Sabbath.  What 
Covenant  more  contrafled  with  God, 
and  lefs  in  Man's  power,  than  the  Vow 
which  hath  once  paft  his  Lips  ?  Yet  if  it 
be  found  raft,  if  ofFenfive,  if  unfruit- 
ful either  to  God's  Glory  or  the  Good  of 
Man,  our  Doctrine  forces  not  Error  and 
Unwillingnefs  irkfomly  to  keep  it, 
but  admits  it  to  be  more  Wifdom 
boldly  to  break  it ;  therefore  to  enjoin 
the  indiffoluble  Keeping  of  a  Marriage 
found  unfit,  againft  the  Good  of  Manf 
both  Soul  and  Body,  as  hath  been  evi- 
denced, is  to  make  an  Idol  of  Marriage, 
to  advance  it  above  the  Worfliip  of  God 
and  the  Good  of  Man,  to  make  it  a 
tranfcendent  Command,  above  both  the 
Second  and  the  Firft  Table,  which  is  a 
mm  Prodigious  Doftrine.  Next, 
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N„ext,  whereas  they  cite  out  of  the 
Proverbs,  that  it  is  the  Covenant  of  Gody 
and  therefore  more  than  humane,  that 
Confequence  is  manifeftly  falfe  :  For  fo 
the  Covenant  which  Z^dekiab  made  with 
the  Infidel  King  of  £abel9  is  calPd  the 
Covenant  of  God,  Ezek.  xvii.  19.  which 
would  be  ftrange  to  hear  counted  more 
than  a  Humane  Covenant.  So  every 
Covenant  between  Man  and  Man, 
bound  by  Oath,  may  be  call'd  the  Cove- 
nantof  God,  becaufeGod  therein  isat- 
tefted.  So  of  Marriage  He  is  the  Author 
and  Witnefs ;  yet  hence  will  not  follow 
any  divine  Obligation,more  than  what  is 
fubordinate  to  the  Glory  of  God  and  the 
main  Good  of  Either  Party  *,  for  as  the 
Glory  of  God  and  their  efteemed  Fitnefs 
one  for  the  other,  was  the  Motive  which 
led  them  both  at  firft  to  think,  without 
other  Revelation,  that  God  had  joined 
them  together  ;  fo  when  it  fhall  be 
found  by  their  apparent  Untitnefs,  that 
their  continuing  to  be  Man  and  Wife  is 
againft  the  Glory  of  God  and  their  mu- 
tual Happinefs,  it  may  affure  them  that 
God  never  join'd  them,  Who  hath  re- 
veaPd  His  Gracious  Will  nottofetthe 
Ordinance  above  the  Man  for  whom  it 
wasordain'd  j  not  to  canonize  Marriage 

either 
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either  as  a  Tyrannefs  or  a  Goddefs  over 
the  enfranchised  Life  and  Soul  of  Man: 
For  wherein  can  God  delight,wherein  be 
worfhipp'd,  wherein  be  glorify'd,  by  the 
forcible  continuing  of  an  Improper  and 
111  yoked  Couple?  He  that  loved  not  to 
fee  the  Difparity  of  feveral  Cattel  at  the 
Plow,  cannot  be  pleas'd  with  any  Vaft 
Unmeetnefs  in  Marriage.  Where  can  be 
the  Peace  and  Love  which  mult  invite 
God  to  fuch  a  Houfe  ?  May  it  not  be 
feared  that  the  not  Divorcing  of  fuch  a 
helplefs  Difagreement,  will  be  the  Di- 
vorcing of  God  finally  from  fuch  a  Place? 
But  it  is  a  Tryal  of  our  Patience  they 
fay.  I  grant  it :  But  which  of  Job's  Af- 
flictions were  fent  him  with  that  Law, 
That  he  might  not  ufe  means  to  remove 
any  of  them  if  he  cou'd?  And  what  if 
it  fubvert  our  Patience  and  our  Faith  too  ? 
Who  fhall  anfwer  for  the  Perifhing  of  all 
thofe  Souls  which  are  loft  by  ftubbora 
Expofuions  of  particular  and  inferior 
Precepts,  againft  the  general  and  fu- 
preme  Rule  of  Charity  ?  They  dare 
not  affirm  that  Marriage  is  either  a  Sa- 
crament or  a  Myiiery  (tho7  all  thofe  fa- 
cred  things  give  place  to  Man)  and  yet 
they  inveft  it  with  fuch  an  awful  Sancti- 
ty, and  give  it  fuch  adamantine  Chains 

to 
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to  bind  with,  as  if  it  were  to  be  wor- 
fhipp'd  like  fome  Indian  Deity  ;  when 
it  can  confer  no  Blefling  upon  us,  but 
works  more  and  more  to  our  Mifery. 
To  fuch  Teachers  the  Saying  of  St.  Pe- 
ter at  the  Council  of  Jerufalem  will  do 
Well  to  be  apply'd  :  Why  tempt  ye  God  to 
put  a  Toke  upon  the  Neck  of  Chriftiaa 
Men,  which  neither  the  Jews,  God's 
Ancient  People,  nor  rve,  are  able  to  bear  : 
And  nothing  but  Unwary  Expounding 
hath  brought  upon  us. 


REMARKS. 

Notwithstanding  our  Author,  Mr. 
Milton,  was  a  Man  of  pregnant 
Wit,  and  a  happy  Genius,  to  exprefs  any 
thing  in  Numbers,  yet  his  Arguments  in 
Profw  never  came  up  to  his  Skill  in  Poe- 
try.     The  Preceding  Difcourfe  fhews 
that  if  he  had  got  no  more  Credit  by 
walking  up  the  Hill  of  ParxaJJus,  than 
Reputation  by  fcribbling  in  Divinity,  he 
would  never  have  been  Poet  enough  to 
have  made  a  Good  Ballad.    For  nothing 
in  the  World  can  be  more  unargumen- 
tative  and  inconclufive,   than  the  nine 

E  Reafons 
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Heafons  He  gives  for  Divorces,  It  has 
been  an  old  Saying,  That  Var  agp$d 
thing  to  have  Twtt  Strings  to  one*s  Bow,  for 
if  one  break  the  other  may  hold.  But 
our  great  Logician  has  got  Nine  Argu- 
ments for  his  fingle  Opinion,  and  not  one 
will  hold  water,  according  to  the  vulgo 
ditfum.  It  was  very  hard  that  he  did  not 
happen  upon  one  Reafon  that  would 
ftand  the  Teft,  and  fupport  his  Hypo- 
thecs. This  to  me  is  a  Demonftration 
that  he  builds  upon  aWeak  Foundation, 
and  that  he  made  ufe  of  Bad  Materials 
in  his  Work  ;  fo  that  it  was  never  well 
finifhed.  Like  a  Wall  that  is  daubed 
with  Untemper'd  Mortar,  the  Hail- 
ftones  caufe  it  to  fall,  andtheftormy 
Winds  break  it. 

If  what  Mr.  Milton  fays  in  his  Book 
be  true,  That  Indifpofition,  Vnfitnefs,  or 
Contrariety  of  Mind%  is  a  fufficient  Reafon 
for  the  Divorcement  of  Marry'd  Per- 
fons,  why  then  every  Man  may  lawfully 
turn  off  his  Wife,  if  fhe  woVt  pull  off 
his  Stockings,  when  he  comes  home 
drunk  to  bed,  or  let  him  caft  up  his  ac- 
counts in  her  Face.  For  thefe  are  things 
which  will  hinder,  asiie  fays,  the  Mam 
Benefits  of  Conjugal  Society,  which  are  So- 
lace and  Peace,  as  much  as  any  Impedi- 
ment 
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ment  he  could  ever  think  of.  For  'tis 
very  well  known, how  quarrelfome  fome 
Men  are  in  their  Cups,  and  then  they 
are  very  unfit  and  indifpos'd  for  the  60- 
lace  and  Peace,  the  Main  Benefits  of  Con- 
jugal Society.  Or  if  Men  fhould  not  be 
fo  mad  drunk  as  to  quarrel  and  fall  into 
violent  Paffion,  yet  they  are  often  fo  hu- 
merfome,  as  to  command  their  Wives  to 
do  what  neither  Modefty  or  Reafon  will 
permit  them,  nay  perhaps  what  is  not  in 
their  power  to  do  :  So  that  immediately 
follows  fucha  Contrariety  of  Mind,  if  the 
Wife  do  not  what  the  Husband  com- 
mands, that  is  fufficient  for  a  Divorce. 
So  that  according  to  ^his  Scheme,  every 
Man  that  gets,  drunk,  goes  home  and 
quarrels  with  his  Wife,  is  to  be  divorced, 
immediately;  nay  what  is  ftill  worfe, 
every  Womaa  that  does  not  what  her 
Husband  commands  her  to  do,  right  or 
wrong,  muft  be  feparate^  from  her  Con- 
fort,  and  never  again  partake  of  thofe 
Conjugal  Benefits  with  him,  which  (he 
formerly  has  done.  Now  this  is  what 
Mr.  Milton,  as  he  faid,  writ  for  the 
Good  of  Both  Sexes. 

How  far  the  Men  will  thank  him,  I 
am  not  able  to  anfwer,  but  as  for  the 
Women,  they  are  fo  fond,  good-natur'd, 

E  2        loving, 
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loving,  tender-hearted)  forgiving,  and 
withal  fuch  good  Cbriflians,  that  they 
will  bear  fo  much,  as  to  compound  with 
a  great  deal  of  Hard  Ufage,  before 
they'll  part  with  their  dear  Huf- 
bands  :  Tho'  they  wont  do  every  thing 
that  is  not  agreable  to  the  Modefty  of 
the  Sex,  the  Laws  of  Reafon,  or  the 
Di£tates  of  Confcience,  yet  they  will 
fooner  bear  the  Frowns,  or  the  hard 
Words  of  their  Husbands,  than  wholly 
lofe  their  Converfation  ;  fo  that  where 
they  can't  perform  Jffual,  like  Loy- 
al Tories  they'll  undergo  Paffive,  Obe- 
dience ;  except  where  there  is  a  Terma- 
gant ;  and  there  is  no  general  Rule 
without  a  particular  Exception  ;  fuch  a 
one  will  be  at  the  prefent  for  Reftftance  ; 
but  when  the  hot  Fit  is  over,  and  fhe 
grows  cool,  fhe  had  rather  live  with 
lier  Husband  than  part  with  him ; 
for  if  fhe  feparate  from  this,  fhe  muft 
have  another,  and  fhe  can't  tell  whether 
he  may  prove  half  as  good  as  the  former, 
for  when  the  old  one  is  gone  feldom 
comes  abetter*  So  that  upon  a  mature  De- 
liberation, fhe  thinks  it  much  better  to 
bear  wkh' the  Faults  of  the  prefent  Huf- 
band,  notwithftanding  a  little  Ir/difpofi- 
iion  and  Contrariety  of  Mmd7  for  fear  fhe 

fhould 
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fhould  change  for  the  worfe.  But  be- 
fides  all  this,  if  a  Man  may  put  away 
his  Wife,  becaufe  in  all  Points  £he  is  not 
equally  converfable  with  the  Man,  why 
then  'tis  lawful  for  every  Scholar  that 
marries  a  Woman  who  is  illiterate,  to  be 
divorc'd  from  her,  becaufe  fhe  can't 
fpeak  Hebrew,  Greek,  Latin,  and  French, 
and  difpute  againft  the  Canon  Law  and 
Scriptures,  as  well  as  Mr.  Milton  would 
have  her  do.  Blefs  me  !  How  rich  a 
Man  would  foon  grow  by  marrying  of 
Fortunes,  could  he  get  rid  of  his  Wife, 
upon  as  eafy  Terms  as  Mr.  Milton  propo- 
fes :  For  the  very  fame  Reafon  and  Con- 
fcience  that  will  allow  any  Man,  thus  to 
put  away  his  Wife,  will  make  no  fcruple 
of  turning  her  off,  without  returning 
back  any  of  the  Dowry.  What  Shifting 
and  Changing  fhould  we  have  in  the 
World,  could  we  but  once  get  this  Li- 
berty !  A  Wife  would  fcarce  iaft  a  Man 
as  long  as  a  Suit  of  Cloaths,  and  he 
would  oftner  go  to  the  Parfon  to  be  mar- 
ry'd  or  unmarry'd,  than  to  the  Taylor  to 
be  taken  meafure  of.  Had  Mr.  Milton 
been  a  Prince  himfelf,  and  the  whole 
Scheme  of  his  Government  been  as  wife 
as  this  Particular,  I  cannot  but  think 
what  an  excellent  Law-giver  he  would 

have 
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have  made.  We'll  fuppofe,  for  fuppofition's 
fake,  that  he  had  been  King  of  Merry-Land, 
as  having  been  an  Arch  Fellow  himfelf,  and  his 
Crown  to  have  been  as  precarious  as  his  Laws, 
his  Subjects  might  have  as  foon  unkin/d  him, 
as  he  unmarrfd  thefh. 

Mr.  Milton  fays,  That  the  Main  Ends  of 
Matrimony  are  Solace  and  Peace,  and  where  the 
Contrariety  of  People's  Minds  deftroys  thefe  two 
chief  Benefits,  there  the  Marriage  is  void, 
becaufe  the  Ends  of  Marriage  are  loft.  But 
our  Author  is  miftaken,  Solace  and  Peace,  are 
not  the  Main  Ends  of  Marriage,  for  I  believe 
there  is  many  a  brisk  Blade  in  the  Town,  was 
Mr.  Milton  alive,  would  tell  him,  that  he 
Could  folace  himfelf  without  Matrimony  : 
And  as  for  Peace,  certainly  a  Man  is  moft  like- 
ly to  enjoy  that  in  a  Single  Life  :  For  the  De- 
vil is  in  him  that  quarrels  with  any  one,  when 
he  is  alone  by  himfelf.  So  that  Mr.  Milton 
was  quite  out,  when  he  faid  that  Solace  and 
Peace  were  the  Main  Benefits  of  Conjugal  Socie- 
ty. He  forgot  that  Marriage  was  ordain'd 
for  the  Procreation  of  Children,and  a  Remedy 
againft  Fornication  •  a  Sin,  which  thofe  who 
are  fo  ready  to"  turn  their  Wives  away,  will 
never  make  any  great  fcruple  of.  Thefe  were 
the  Main  Ends  of  Matrimony,  as  well  as  the 
mutual  Support  and  Comfort  of  each  other. 

Our  Author's  3d  Reafon  is,  That  without 
this  Law  of  Divorcement,  he  who  happens  to 
marry,  where  he  finds  nothing  but  remedilefs 
Offences  and   DifcontentSj    is  in    more  and 

greater 
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greater  Temptation  than  ever  before.  Here  our  Author 
is  To  happy  as  to  contradict  himfelf,  for  it  the  Defire  of  a 
Man  to  his  Wife  do  not  tend  to  any  Corporeal  Plea- 
fure,  which  he  argues  for,  but  only  to  the  Agreableneis 
of  the  Minds  to  each  other  ;  this  Defire  is  better  to  be 
fatisfy'd  by  the  more  refin'd  Converfafion  of  Man  ;  fo 
that  if  a  Man  meet  with  a  Wife,  whofe  Difcourfe  is  not, 
as  indeed,  it  cannot  be  altogether  fo  agreable  and  enter- 
taining, as  that  of  Man,  furely  he  may  have  his  Defire  fa- 
tisfy'd by  the  Company  of  his  own  Sex,  without  lying 
under  any  Temptation  of  committing  adultery  with  a 
Grange  Woman.  Therefore  the  Conlequence  he  draws 
from  this  Argument  is,That  becaufe  a  Man  cannot  have 
an  agreable  Converfation  with  his  Wife,  that  is,  cannot 
taJk  Hebrew,  Greek,  and  Latin,  for  that  is  what  fome 
learned  Men  call  Agreable  Converfation  ;  therefore  he 
muft  be  tempted  to  lye  with  another  Woman,  who  in  all 
probability  does  not  underftand  thefe  Languages,  or  if 
fhe  did,  would  as  much  fatisty  the  Defires  of  the  two  Sex- 
es, Male  and  Female,  as  fpeaking  thefe  Tongues  would 
fill  a  Man's  Belly  when  he  was  hungry,  or  quench  his 
Thirft  if  he  were  a-dry.  And  this  deftroys  Mr.  Milton's 
2d  Argument,  That  Marriage  was  not  properly  the  Re- 
medy of  Luft,  but  the  Fulfilling  of  conjugal  Love  and 
Helptulnefs.  Now  'tis  plain  from  that  Satisfaction  which 
Marriage  affords,  and  the  Deiires  which  different  Sexes 
have  to  each  other,  that  Marriage  was  intended  for  the 
Gratification  of  a  Senlual  Defire,  and  without  this  Wo- 
man could  never  have  been  a  Helpmeet  to  Man  :  For 
what  is  it,  that  a  Man,  this  being  excepted,  cannot 
have  without  the  help  of  a  Woman,  unlefs  it  be  to  mend 
his  Breeches  when  torn,  and  this  the  Taylor  can  do, 
and  I  believe  fome  Men  find  it  much  cheaper  to  pay  for 
the  mending  them  abroad,  than.having  it  done  at  home 
for  nothing. 

A  4th  Reafon  of  Mr.  Milton  is,  That  God  regards 
Love  and  Peace  in  the  Family  more  than  a  Compulfive 
Performance  of  Marriage,  which  is  more  broke  by  a 
Grievous  Continuance  of  the  Marriage,  than  by  a 
Needful  Divorce.    Now  if  according  to  Mr.  Milton's 

arguing 


C40] 
arguing  in  another  place,  as  I  have  already  (hewn,  That 
a  Carnal  Appetite,  which  is  the  Strongeft  of  all  De- 
fires,  can  be  curb'd  by  Abftinence,  Severe  Exercife, 
Prayers,  and  the  like ;  furely  'tis  a  much  eafier  matter 
for  Men  and  Women  to  care  fome  little  peevifli  Hu- 
mour of  the  Mind,  which  if  indulged  creates  as  great 
Difturbances  in  Families,  as  any  other  Caufe  can  do. 
And  therefore 'tis  but  a  Slight  Reafon  for  People  to  fepa- 
rate,  when  they  quarrel  about  taking  up  a  Pin  or  fome 
fuch  other  infignificant  matter.  Pity  it  is  that  Trifles 
fhould  deftroy  Love  and  Peace,  when  the  Deftrutlion 
thereof  might  have  been  prevented  by  Senfe  and  Reafon. 
And  therefore  there  is  no  neceflity  for  a  Divorce  upon 

this  account. 

i 

The  5th  Reafon  is,  That  Matrimony  found  uncura- 
bly  unfit,  hinders  and  difturbs  the  whole  Life  of  a  Chrifti- 
aw.Here  Mr.M/'Jrow  lays  down  a  Proportion  false  in  Faft, 
or  there  is  no  bad  Marriage  that  is  incurable,  but  may 
be  made  better  \  for  if  People  will  be  govern'dby  Pru- 
dence, which  is  their  own  Fault  if  they  be  not,  and  fub- 
dve  thofe  Paffions  which  are  the  Caufes  of  their  Evil, 
Ways,  they'll  foon  become  Chriftians,  and  be  fit  to  lead 
Chriftian  Lives.  As  to  his  6th  Reafon  which  is,  That  to 
confine  People  thus  to  live  together  is  againft  Nature. 
For  thoujhtlt  not  plow  vsith  an  Ox  and  an  Afs  together  is  no- 
thing to  the  purpofe;  for  as  I  have  already  obferv'd, 
marry'd  Perfons  may  make  their  Tempers  agree  if  they 
pleafe.  Butbefides,  to  fay  'tis  againft  Nature,  becaufe 
an  Ox  and.  an  Afs  muft  not  plow  together,  this  is  to  let  Men 
and  Beafts  upon  the  fame  level  ^  a  very  Handfome 
Compliment  which  Mr.  Milton  has  put  upon  his  own  Sex 
as  well  as  the  Ladies.  I  hope  Rational  Creatures  are  to 
begovern'dby  different  Laws  than  thofe  of  Irrational; 
If  not,  was  Mr.  Milton  alive,  we  would  fend  him  a 
grazing  with  the  Cattel  in  the  Field.  But  if  Mr.  Milton 
mean  that  'tis  againft  the  corrupted  and  natural  Defires 
of  Man  always  to  beconfin'd  to  one  Woman,  there  I'll 
agree  with  him  ;  For  many  of  his  Tribe  are  as  tir'd  of  a 
Stale  Wife,  as  they  would  be  cloy'd  of  living  every  day 
upon  the  fame  Difh  of  Meat, 
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The  7th  Argument  is,  That  the  Canon-Law  and  Di- 
vines allow  a  Divorce,  where  one  of  the  Parties  confpire 
the  Death  of  the  other ;  but  fometimes  thro*  Difagree- 
ment  of  Difpofitions,  by  a  fad  Penfivenefs,  the  Life  of 
one  of  the  Parries,  at  leaft,  is  brought  into  danger  ; 
therefore  a  Divorce  onght  to  be  had  for  the  prefervatioa 
of  Life. 

To  this  I  anfwer,  That  there  is  no  fuch  Cafe  meerly 
in  Nature  properly  fo  called,  that  may  caufe  fuch  Grief 
as  is  deftruftive  to  Life ;  and  if  the  Caufe  be  not  in  Na- 
ture, but  in  Corruption,  in  Pride,  Paflion,  Sullen- 
nefs,  Gfc.  let  them,  if  they  think  fit,  die  of  the  Sullen. 
Difeafe,  and  then  try  who'll  pity  them. 

The  Eighth  Argument  is,  That  they  who  are 
deftitute  of  all  Marriage  Gifts,  except  Fitnefs  of 
Body,  they  have  no  Call  to  marry,  and  as  they 
are  fuch  marry'd,  fo  ought  they  to  be  divorced. 

If  by  being  deftitute  of  Marriage  Gifts  befides 
the  Fitnefs  of  Body,  Mr.  Milton  means  a  Luna  tick, 
a  natural  Fool,  which  cannot  count  the  Days  in 
the  Week,  tell  Twenty,  or  meafure  a  Yard  of 
Cloth;  leave  fuch  to  the  Lawyers,  who  know  how 
to  relieve  the  Suffering  Party. 

The  Ninth  Reafon  has  been  already  anfwer'd,  for 
tho'  Marriage  is  not  a  Meer  carnal  Coition,  but  al- 
fo  a  human  Society,  as  Mr.  Milton  affirms:  Yet  as 
we  have  already  obferv'dj  People  may  make  it  a 
Human  and  Comfortable  Society  if  they  pleafe,  and 
if  they  don't,  the  Fault  is  their  own :  And  if  the 
Fault  arife  from  the  Parties  and  not  from  the  Law, 
this  Law  of  prohibiting  Divorce  is  ne'er  the  lefs 
juft  nor  more  unreafonable. 

Wifely  did  the  Right  Honourable  the  Houfe  of 
Lords,  one  Part  of  our  legilhtive  Power,  reje£  the 
Petition  of  Sir  George  Downing  aud  his  Lady, 
when  praying  for  a  Divorce,   grounding  their  pro- 

F  found 
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found  Judgments  upon  the  exprefs  Words  of  Cbriji^ 
the  Infallible  and  Eternal  Rule  of  Divine  Wifdom, 
Truth  and  Juftice,  That  vohofoever  fijuS  put  away 
bis  Wife,  Saving  for  the  Caufe  of  Fornication,  caufetb 
her  to  commit  adultety,  and  wbojoever  Jball  marry  bet 
that  is  divorced,  comminetb  adultery. 
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FINIS. 
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ADVERTISEMENTS. 

RUle  a  Kingdom,  and  have  a  Kingdom ;  or, 
the  Excellence  of  King  George's  Government. 
Price  6  d.  The  Loyalty  and  Fidelity  of  the  Clergy 
to  their  King  and  Country.  Price  6  d.  An  Effay  to 
prove  Women  have  no  Souls,  compos'd  of  Do£tor 
Clerk's  Arguments.  Price  6  d.  All  printed  for  $ohn 
Baker  at  the  Black  Boy  in  Vwrnofiewow. 


